08/09/2004 15:57 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

PETRARO I A LftNGFORD EDWARDS RUSH * tt0561703B729306 



NO. 863 0006 



Amendments to the Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) A quick release supporting apparatus for a canister for releasable 
mounting to a medical patient transporter having a rigid support member, said apparatus 
comprising: 

a mounting bracke t and a mounting means for mounting said mounting bracket to said 

rigid support member so that said mounting bracket is mountable by said mounting 

means to said rigid support member, 

said mounting bracket mountable to a rigid, canister retaining frame, 

said retaining frame defining a rigid cavity having an opening for receiving a gas canister 
substantially completely into said cavity, 

a portion of said retaining frame providing a means for carrying of said retaining frame 
by a user when the canister is mounted in said cavity, 

wherein said frame includes at least one collar, and a corresponding at least one aperture 
defined by said at least one collar, said at least one aperture being co-axial with a 
longitudinal axis of the canister when the canister is mounted journalled in said at least 
one collar. 

2. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said means for carrying includes a carry 
handle. 

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 further including at least one latch cooperating 
between said mounting bracket and said retaining frame for releasable mounting into 
mating engagement of said retaining frame with said mounting bracket. 
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4. (Original) The apparatus of claim 3 further comprising a manually operable release 
actuator cooperating with said at least one latch for selective actuation of said at least one 
latch to release said retaining frame from said mounting bracket. 

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 4 wherein said mounting bracket includes an elongated 
rigid base having a mating surface recessed therein for receiving said retaining frame into 
conformal mating engagement. 

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 5 wherein said mounting bracket comprises first and 
second opposite ends wherein said first end has a fixed hook in opposed facing relation to 
a corresponding latch hook on said at least one latch. 

7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 5 wherein said mounting bracket includes a plate 
comprising first and second opposite ends wherein said first end has a fixed hook in 
opposed facing relation to a corresponding latch hook on said at least one latch. 

8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 5 wherein said mounting means includes an elongated 
member adapted for mating with said mounting bracket and said rigid support. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein said elongated member is clamped to said 
rigid support member by a clamping means such that said elongated member cannot 
rotate around said rigid support member. 

10. (Original) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein said elongated member comprises a pair of 
linear and parallel oppositely disposed flanges for sliding mating into and along a 
correspondingly shaped channel in said rigid support. 

11. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said at least one collar comprises first and 
second collars mounted parallel and spaced apart, corresponding first and second 
apertures defined by said collars being co-axial along a longitudinal axis of the canister 
when mounted journalled in said collars. 



3 



PAGE 719 * RCVD AT 819/2004 7:01:45 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 ' DN1S:8729306 4 CSID:250 861 8772 * DURATION (mm-ss):0248 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

J LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: . 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



